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PRE FN YE 


IS, indeed, a common, but 10 unjuſt 


8 8 Apology, for publiſhing an innocent 
I, Sermon, that, when twas compos d, 
5 the Author had no Deſign of its 
baeocceding beyond the Palpit, nor 
vas under any Apprebenſion of being obligd to 
print it in his own Defence. My ſubmitting the 
following Diſcourſe to a publick Examination, will, 
T bope, at leaſt be thought pardonable by the Reader, 
phen I aſſure him, that nothing but the greateſt Ne- 
ceſtty could have extorted it from me, after ſo ma- 
j exadt and comprehenſive Pieces of this Nature, 
which would have render d mine entirely needleſs, 
bad it been never ſo perfect. | 


Mr. Vice-Chancellor,'s demanding my Notes after 
preaching ;, bis proceeding againſt me in a judicial 
Way ; and after, requiring of me a very extra- 


ordinary 
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ordinary Recantation *, which I could neither in 
Honour or Conſcience ſubmit to; bis infliling 
upon me a ſeeming Puniſhment t, (not to men. 
tion thoſe indecent and even — Reflection, 
both upon the Sermon and myſelf, which ſome 
Men, not proper Fudges of either, have been too 
prodigal of, even in the ſame Pulpit from which J 
pronounced this Diſcourſe :) all this, I ſay, will 
ſufficiently juſtify me in thus endeavouring to vin- 
dicate myſelf, tho I ſhould thereby forfeit al 
future Pretenfions to what I never yet aim d at, 
the (Character of an accurate Writer. 


I could 


* 
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* The Form of Recantation was this, © Whereas I 
© Peter Maurice, Maſter of Arts, and Fellow of 7eſus Co'- 
© lege in Oxford, did, imprudently and inconſiderately, 
© by ſeveral Paſſages, and Expreſſions, diſagreeable to the 
© received Doctrine and Diſcipline of the Church of Eng- 
© land, in a Sermon preach'd by me at St. Mary's Church, 
© on the 3oth Day of November laſt, before the Univerſity 
© of Oxford, give juſt Cauſe of Offence to the Audience: 
I do hereby acknowledge my hearty Sorrow for the 
ſame; and, in the Preſence of this Aſſembly, humbly 
aſk Pardon for the great Indiſcretion I was then gnilty 
of ; and promiſe, for the Future, never to offend in the 
like Manner. And, as a farther Teſtimony of my Sin- 
cerity herein, I Co hereby declare my unfeigned Aſſent 
and Conſent to the 39 Articles, agreed upon in Conve. 
cation, 1562. And likewiſe, to the 3 Articles contain 'd 
in the 36th Canon. And this my Submiſſion T humbly 
beg may be accepted. In Witneſs whereof, I have 
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© hereunto put my Hand, this 17th Day of December, 


© An. Dom. 1718. 

+ The Puniſhment inflicted was, A Prohibition from 
ever preaching wichin the Precincts of the Univerſity for 
the Future, till I had ſubmitted to the abovzſaid Recan- 
tation. 
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ms, I conld have wiſh'd my Reverend Judges, inſtead 
me Wl of that oral Conference they favour d me with, bad 
too given me their Objectiom in Writing ; for then I 
51 could have been ſatisfy'd that they were unanimous 
vill in what was objected, and would have endeavour d 
in- to bave given a diſtin#® Anſwer to each Article. 


at, But, ſince I cannot perſwade myſelf, that every 


Thing then mention d, was approv'd of by all of that 


venerable Aſſembly, the Reader will be contented 
d with only ſeeing diſtinguiſh'd * in the Sermon the 
ſeveral Particulars which were objected againſt, the 
" main one only (in condemning which all agreed) ex- 
cepted. This I think myſelf oblig d here to enlarge 
on. It is a Paſſage, Page 5, of the Sermon, 
ly, boncer ning the Efficacy of the Adminiſtration of 
the W evil Miniſters; in which it was unanimouſly de- 


termin d, that I bad contradicted the xxvith Ar. 


— ticle. | 

ce; 

te That Article aſſerts theſe four Things. 

bly 

- 1. That Miniſters act not in their own Name, 
zin⸗ but in Chriſt's, and miniſter by his Commiſton 
ſent and Authority. 

= 2. That therefore, tho' they are evil Men, wa 
ave may uſe their Miniſtry, in bearing the Word, 
ber, and receiving the Sacraments. , 

- 3. That the Effect of Chriff's Ordinances is not 
an- taken away by the Wickedneſs of the Mini- 


A 2 ſlers; 


* By theſe Marks © 
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ters; nor the Grace of God's Gifts dimi- 


niſh'd from ſuch, as by Faith, and rightly, do 


receive the Sacraments. a 

| F: 
4. That the Sacraments are effectual, although cl 
miniſter d by evil Men; becauſe of Chriſt's ti 
Huſtitution and P1 omiſe. ſt 

- | a 

I do not concerve that I have contradifed either fl 
285 of theſe Propoſitions. | | L 
| | b 

1. The Commiſion of Miniſters J have no where hi 
contradicted. I allow that, as Civil Gove nors are 1 
rightly ſaid to govei n, by the Commiſion and Au- W 


thority of God, and in bis Name; becauſe it is the at 
Will of God that there ſhould be ſuch Governors, 'þ 
though the immediate Authority is from the Society I 
they govern : So, Eccleſiaſtical Miniſters may, in the 01 
fame Manner, be ſaid to act in Chriſts Name, and a; 
to miniſter by bis Commiſton and Authority; be- 1 
cauſe it is his Vill that there ſhould be ſuch Mini- 0] 


ſlers, tho" the immediate Commiſion be from the C 
Church in which they minifter. I have 110 where * 
in my Sermon denyd ſuch a Commiſion, and before 50 

my Judges I expreſsly aſſerted it. 7 

el 


2. J have no where ſaid, that we may not uſe 
the Miniſtry of evil Miniſters, in hearing the Word, 


and veceiving the Sacraments, but the Contrary. 1 
T allow that we may, for the very ſame Reaſon 1 
which this, and other Articles aſigu, viz. Becaule b, 
they act by Commiſſion, (Art. xxvi.) and are ti 
I1wfuily call d, by thoſe who haue publick Authority [ 
given them in the Congregation to call Minifters, te 
(Art xx.) P. 
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Ve may, indeed we muſt, uſe their Miniſtry, 
as long as they are not openly and legally cid: 
But, take Pleaſure in it, or be eaſy under it, we 
cannot. It muſt damp and cool our publick Devo- 
tions. We cannot perform them with ſo great Ab- 
traction of Thought, and Command of our Paſkcns 
and Reſentments, as not to be diſtu hd, with re- 
flecting on the Unworthineſs of the Perſon in whoſe 
Adminiſtration we joyn, and on the Diſhonour done 
by him to our moſt Holy Religion, and the Scandal 
his Behaviour h ings upon bis Ofice. We cannot 


with ſo much Attention and Affection bear the- 


Word of God preach d, by one who is continually: 
acting in Contradiction to it; nor with ſo great. 
Delight and Satisfaction commemorate our Lo, ds 
Death, in His Appointment, when adminiſter d by 
one, whom we every Day fee crucifying our Lord. 
afreſh. This, I believe, every one will own, who is 
not very firmly indeed attach'd to the All-Juficiency 
of a Chniſttan Prieſthood. Though, therefore, iu 
Obedience to Authority, and to avoid Confuſipn, 
we uſe for a Time the Miniſtry of ſuch an one; 
yet, tis only till we can procure, that, being legally 
convid, be may, by juſt Judgment, be depoſed, as 
the Article directs. 


2, 4. That the Fßfect of Chriſt's Ordinances is 
xot taken away, by the Wickedneſs of Ecclefiaſtical 
Miniſters, I am ſo far from having deny d, that I 
have expreſ y afirm'd it? And, in direct Confirma- 
tion of the Article aſſerted, with the very ſame 
Limitation the Article does, That they are efefual 
to all good Men; to all who receive them with 
proper 3 3. 0 in the Words of the Arti- 
ce, rightly, and by Faith. | Ki 
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The Article declares them to be effectual, be- 
cauſe of Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe: I main- 
tain the ſame. Chrift inſtituted the Sacraments, 
one for a Form of owning Allegiance to bim, and 


becoming a Member of his Church; the other, 


for a Memorial of his Death. And to thoſe, who 
with good Diſpoſitions, rightly, and by Faith, par- 
take of either, He has promiſed his Grace and 
Favour, which be will certainly confer ox all who 
do ſo partake, according to bis Promiſe. 


In what then have I contradicted, this Article. 
every Part of which I allow and maintain? Ta 
make it clear, beyond all Contradiction, that I do 
fo; I will compare, with the Propoſitions in the Ar- 
ticle, each of the Propoſitions in the Paſſage of my 
Sermon, which gave 5 great Offence. 


They are, 


1. That the Adminiſtration of an evil Miniſter, 
as to any Benefit purely ariſmg from his Ad- 
mini ſtration, is no better than the Sacrifice of 
a Fool. Tet, 


2. That the Devotions and Services of g10d 
Men, who make Uſe of the Miniſtry o | ar 
are acceptable to God, and beneficial to them. 
But, 


3. That this Eficacy depends on themſelves, and 


not on him. For, 


4. He has no jufter Claim to a Commiſſion 
from Chrift, than be could have bad * ; 
the 


* 1 1 nnr Fim 4 a . a 
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the Moſaick Diſpenſation, to have been of the 
Tribe of Levi, without being an Iſraelite. 


Each of theſe Propoſitions I think conſiſtent with 
the Article. And, 


1. That the Adminiſtration of an evil Miniſter, 
as to any Benefit purely ariſing from his Adminiſtra- 
tion, is no better than the Sacrifice of a Fool. 


The Article does not contradi# this. That ſays, 
that the Sacraments, though adminiſter d by evil 
Men, are effefual ; becauſe of the Inſtitution and 
Promiſe of Chrift : Thereby declaring the Benefit, to 
thoſe who receive rightly and with Faith, to 
ariſe from Chriſt's Inſtitution and Promiſe, not pure- 
ly from the Adminiſtration of the Mimſter. This, 
therefore, not being inſerted in the Article, I may 
deny this, without contradicting the Article. That, 
by denying this, I did not mean to deny the Accepta- 
bleneſs of the Services of good Men, though they 
made Uſe of the Miniſtry of evil Miniflers, moſt 
evidently appears, from my aſſerting it in the Words 
immediately following. And that the one may really 
be deny'd, without conſequently denying the other, ap- 
pears thus. In the Services of good Men, mak- 
ing Uſe of the Mimſhy of evil Miniſters, there 
are two Things conſider d; the Adminiſtration of 
the Miniſter, and the Concurrence of the Receiver. 
The firſt is indeed neceſſary, for Order and De- 
cency ſake : But the Services being acceptable to 
God. or beneficial to the Receiver, depends nut at 
all upon this, but entirely upon the other. This, 
therefore, may be an Abomination to the Lord, 
(as the Way of the Wicked, and the Adminiſtratious 
of all evil Men, certainly are; ) and yet the Service 

be 
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be acceptable to God, and beneficial to the Receiver: 
As, on the other Hand, the Adminiſtration of an 
upright Miniſter may be God's Delight; and yet 
the Service perform d, be of no Benefit to the Re- 
ceiver, for Want of Uprightneſs in himſelf. Theſe 
two Things, therefore, appear to be entirely diſtin, 
The Ad of the Miniſter may be an Abomination, 
and jet the Service of the Receiver effectual; the 
Ad of the Miniſter may be well pleaſing, and yet 

the Service ineffectual. Therefore, I may deny, 
that any Benefit purely ariſes from the Adminiſtra- 
tion of evil Miniſters, without denying that the Ser- 
vices of good Men, who make Uſe of their Miniſtry, 
are ine ffectual. 


2. The next. Propoſition is directly the ſame with 
what the Article on viz. That the Services of 
good Men, who make Uſe of the Miniſtry of evil 
Miniſters, are notwithſtanding acceptable to God, 
and beneficial to them. 


3 aſſert, that this Efficacy depends on them- 


ſelves, and not on the evil Miniſter. 


| The Article has not aſſerted, that it does depend 
on the Miniſter , and therefore, in denying that it 
does, I do not ccntradict that Article. The Article 
expreſoly limits this Efficacy to thoſe. who receive 
rightly, and with Faith: Ad I limited, in the 
ſame manner, to thoſe who are good Men. The 
Article aſſerts, that this Efficacy ariſes from the 
Inſtitution and Premiſe of Chiift ; and I, in Effect, 
aſſe;t the ſame, when T ſay it depends on the Recei- 
vers themſelves. By whith I mean, that it de- 
pends on their performing the Conditions upon which 
the Effect is promiſed by Chrift ; which if they 
do 
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do perform, then the Effect follows in Virtue of that 
Promiſe, 


4. T aſſert, That an evil Miniſter has no jufter 
Claim to a Commiſion from Chriſt, than be could 
bave had under the Molaick Diſpenſatiun, to have 
been of the Tribe of Lexi, without being an 11- 


raelite. F 


T own, at firſt View this Sentence may appear to 
thoſe, who attend more to the Sound than to the 
Senſe of Words, to contradi@ the firſt Propoſition 
of the Article, viz. That Minifters (the evil as 
well as good) at in Chrift's Name, and miniſter by 
bis Commiſion and Authority. | 


And ſuppoſing that I bad, indeed, unwarily con- 
tradidted the Article in theſe Words, yet it could 
be no ſufficient Reaſon to exact ſuch a Recantation 


of me, as I was requir'd to make.., Suppoſing that, 


in one little Piece of a Sentence, I had, without 
deſigning it, ſaid what could not be regoncil d to the 
Article; muſt I therefore thus recant/? *© Whereas, 
I P.M. &c.-—— did imprudently, and iuconſi- 
* derately, by ſeveral Pafſages and Expreſſions, diſ- 
* agreeable to the received Doctrine and Diſcipline 
; of the Church of England, &c. give juſt Cauſe 


Cfence. 


Beſides this ſmall Clauſe, now under Conſidera- 
tion, there is not one Nord in the Sermon that has 
the Appearance of contradicting an Article: And 
bow one Quarter of a Sentence, can be ſeveral 
Paſſages and Expreſſions, I cannot unde: ſtand, 


A | Wy. 
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y, therefore, might it not have been ſufficient 
to have requird of me to declare, That by this 
Expreſfion I did not deſign to contradi# the Ar- 
ticle, or deny evil Miniſters a Commiſion of any 
Sort, but only of one Sort? This, though not ve. 
quir'd of me, I declar d to my Judges. And if this 
was not ſatisfato: y, ot moſt it might ſure have been 
ſufficient to require me to have ſubſcrib'd that, 
* Whereas. in one P opoſition of an incorrect E. 
* riod, I had undeſignedly contradicted the Arti- 
* cle, (ſo undeſignedly, that in the ſame Sentence I 
* profeſſed that I did not intend to contradict, nor 
© wriderflood that I had contradicted it) I did, | to 
© therefore, give up that Propoſition, and own the KU anc 
Huth of the Article in Oppoſition to it. This, Wl © 0 
T ſay, might ſure, at moſt, have been enough to re- I © b 


quire of me; and is more than I could have com. 1 © b 
ply'd with : For, in earneſt, I have not even in this of” 
Pr opoſition contradicted the Article. He 

: mM 


If, indeed, it be interpreted that theſe Words of n 
mine, An evil Miniſter has no juſt Claim to a gui 
* Commitſion from Chriſt,” muſt mean, that he 
has no Claim to a Commiſton of any Sort; then, I ] 
own, I contradict the Article. But any candid hi 
Hearer might eaſily ſuppoſe (and ſome did ſo) that 
this was not my Meaning : That, as no body elſe does, 1 
fo neither did I deny the Clergy a Commiſſion of any that 
Sort, but only a Commiſſion of one Sort, which bas Au 
been too often c'ainrd, but never proud. becc 


The Commiſſion too many of the Clergy claim, is I ing 

ty be Chriſt s Vice gerents, and a Sort of Mediators Pra 
between him and his People; to have Powers very Go 
diſlin® from thoje with which they are inveſted I in | 
by the Appointment of the Church; a Character rity 

| | which | the 
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which gives them a peculiar and indefeaſible Right, 
to pray for, bleſs, and author ĩtatively abſolve (Hi 
ftians : And tis evidently abſurd to ſuppeſe that 
I denyd any other Commiſſion but this, which im- 
plies in it ſuch an unreaſonable Power, as I was 
reaching againſt, Such a Commijlion, I own, I 
mh deny d, and ever will deny, till I am convinc'd 
by ſome better and more ſolid Argument, than an 
Authoritative Cenſure. 


What Sort of Commiſion the Aiticle intended 
to aſcribe the Clergy, may, per baps, be learn d from 

another Article, (the 23d) which ſays, © Thoſe we 
* ought to judge lawfully call d and ſent, which 
* be choſen and calld to this Wark by Men who 
have publick Authority in the Congregation, to 
* call and ſend Miniſters into the Lord's Vineyard. 
Here is nothing deſcrib'd extraordinary, nothing 
more than human, nothing myſterious in this Com- 
miſton, no inviſible ſpiritual Pawers, either re- 
quir d or conferr d. 


J have already ſtated the Caſe as it really is, 
which I ſhall here repeat. 


Becanſe tis the Vill and Command of Chriſt, 
that there ſhould be a Mimſtry, and the Church bas 
Authority from Chriſt to appoint its own Miniſters ;, 
becauſe the Buſmeſs of thoſe Miniſters is, to be the 
Mouths of the Congregations, in Fering up, accord- 
ing to the Directions of Chriſt, their Payers and 
Praiſes, through his Mediation, to the Glory of 
God the Father : Therefore, they ue ſaid to ad 
in bis Name, and by his Commiſion and Aut ho- 
rity. Juſt as the Civil Magiſtrate is ſaid to be 
the Ordinance of God, though it be now generally 

a 2 agreed, 
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agreed, that he receives his Authority by human 
Compact, which limits and diredts it. 


But, ſuppoſing that beſides this Commiſſion, which 
J allow, there were any other ſupernatural and my- 
feerious Commiſſion, which I deny; it would ſme be 
neceſſary, that, to have ſuch a Commiſion from 
Chrift, a Man ſhould at leaſt himſelf believe in 


Ci. If ſo, then I had Reaſon to ſay of ſume 


Miniſters, that they have no juſter a Claim to a Com. 
miſion from Chriſt, than they could have had under 
the Moſaick Diſpenſation, to have been of the 
Tribe of Levi, without being Iſraelites. 


Suppoſe a Man, not an Iſraelite, by forging a 
Genealogy, bad got himſelf into one of the Pitefts 
Offices : Would it be an Cffence to ſay, ſuch a Man 
had no juſt Claim to a Commiſſion from God, when 
he came in againſt the expreſs Command of God ? 
No, ſurely; nor can I think that a Man, not an 
Tſraelite indeed, wot a Chriſtian, but an Enemy 
to Chrift, could have any juſler Claim to ſuch 4 
Commiſicn, as I have 22 the Clergy bave any 
Pretence to, if there were any ſuch Commiſſion 
at all. | 


T truft that, in the Opinion of all impartial 
Judges, I ſhall now be acquitted of having contra- 
dicted this Article, on Pretence of having done 
which, I have been cenſurd. I appeal to the 
World, and am content to ſtand or fall, by the 
Strength or Weakneſs of the Defence T bave now 
made. | 


I muſt take this Opportunity (before I conclude) 
of returning my ſincereſt Thanks to Mr. Vice 
| — Chancellor, 


> dk abu anc acc - 
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Chancellor, for bis genteel Behaviour to me, be- 
fore, at, and after paſing Sentence upon me. His 
high Office in the Univerſity was far from betray- 
ing him into Oppreſion, or Inſolence. In ſhort, 
be demean'd himſelf with all the Condefcenſion 
and (ivility that could be confiftent with his mak- 
ing Uſe of that Authority, granted him by Sta- 
tute, of determining Truth and Falſhood. Tho' 
I muft add, that the Method preſcrib'd by that 
Statute, how happy ſoever we may think our ſelves 
in being of the ſame Opinion with our Forefathers, 
is no certain Way of coming to the Knowledge of 
the Truth. Nor can I think it any Complement 
paid the Eftabliſhd Church of England, when 
Doctrine is try'd and condemm d by a feeming Op- 
poſition to one of its Articles, without ſo mach as 
endeavour ing to prove it diſagreeable to the Holy 
Scriptures, the Law of Chrift, the univerſal Rule 
of Chriſtians, | 


The Reverend Doctor Baron, Maſter of Baliol 
College, would think himſelf too much neg lected, 
if I ſhould not npon this Occaſion mention his great 
Zeal, and, I doubt not, real Concern for the 
Church of England. He was fo ſenſibly touch'd 
with the Danger he found Her in, that be labour d 
more abundantly than they, in diſcovering and re- 
proving every evil Deſign againſt ber. Beſides the 
grand Poſitions of horrid Intent, which at firſt View 
Hock d him, he proceeded farther ; not to ſhew the 
Fineneſs of bis Tafte in the Propriety of Language, 
but to leſſen the Credit of my Compoſition, to charge 
it with light Expreſſions ; and, being defir d to 
ſpecify, be inſtanc d in this, The Sacrifice of a 
* Fool.” "+ 


This 
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This it is now to depend upon Authority. I lud 
read that Expreſion in Eccleſ. v. 1. and Solomon 
bad been repreſented to me, as a Man of the beſt 
Parts, and the puref# Style, of the Age be liv'd in. 
This Character of him miſled me to make Uſe of that 

light Expreſſion ; which I likewiſe unhappily ap- 
ph d upon as grave an Occaſion as Solomon did. 


But, notwithſlanding this ill Succeſs, how little 
ſoever I may regard the Authority of weak, paſſio- 
nate, ſinful, (I had almo ſaid, in the exception- 
able N ords of my Sermon) Unaſſiſted, Uninſpired 
Men, like my ſelf, I will always pay a due Vene- 
ration and Deference to the Deciſion of thoſe, who 
ons, good Teſtimony that they have the Spirit 
4 | 


And, as for Dependance upon Authority in gene- 
ral, where ever I have diſclaim d it in the following 
Sermon, T would be underſtood to. mean ſuch a De- 
pendance, as is inconfiſtent with that which is due to 
Chrift Feſus, the only abſolute & vereign over Chriſti- 
ans. And ſuch a Dependance I may venture to ſay, 
thoſe who have ſo freely cenſur'd me would not be 
thought to vindicate. 


Occaſion ſay ſomething concerning the general Diſcou- 
ragement of the Principles I have endeavour d to 
defend in this Place ; but it is my Deſign to de- 
fend my ſelf, not to accuſe others. However, 
muſt take the Liberty here to ſatisfy the World, as 
J have already ſatisfyd my ſelf, by a long and in- 
timate Acquaintance, that there are ſtill ſome in 
the Univerſity, who have Senſe, and Learning, and 
u- 


It may e expected, that I ſhould on this 
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Courage enough, to vindicate that Liberty, where- 
with Chrift our Saviour, our firſt Reformers, and 
their own Birth-right have made them free; whoſe 
Opinions are founded upon the unmoveable Rock of 
Reaſon and Scripture only; and their Behaviour, as 
far as I can judge, upon the Corner. ſtoue of Inte- 
grity. And let the Winds of Calumny, and the 
Floods of Diſcouragement, exert their utmoſt, I am 
perſwaded they will not fall ; thoſe Powers of Hell 


will never be able to prevail againſt them, 


rs 
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Tir us 
Let no Man deſpiſe thee. 


Re F all the temporal Evils * Man- 
kind are generally ſubject to, and 

926 # which they,with ſo much Care and 
1 85 Fo 8 Induſtry, endeavour to avoid, there 
is none that touches ſo deeply, none 
FR; 15 that affects the Soul with ſoquick and 
dreadful Apprehenſions, as Diſreſpect and Con- 
tempt. Even Poverty it ſelf, unleſs it proceed 
to thoſe deplorable Extremities of Hunger or 
Nakedneſs, hath very little in it that will raiſe 
our Horror, or make us very ſollicitous to fence 


againſt it, except that it renders Men rejected 


and deſp iſed, by thoſe to whom they are natu- 
rally equal. A Deſire of perſonal Honour and 
Eſteem is ſo firmly rooted in our Conſtitution, 
that nothing ſeems too hazardous to be attempt- 
ed, or too painful to be undergone, in its Defence. 
Life | it ſelf, the Eſſence of our Natural Being, 
s often made its Sacrifice, and Death chearfully 
embrac'd as a leſs Evil, than the Loſs of it. So 
that there would have been no Occaſion for the 
Apoſtle's Caution to Titus, Let no Man deſpiſe 
thee, which every Man has a natural Averſion to, 
much leſs, at preſent, for any laborious Enlarge- 
ment to recommend it; but becauſe the true 

33 Means 
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Means to Honour and Re ſpect are not ſo duly 
made Uſe of; nor the evil Conſequences of be- 
ing deſpis'd, with regard to others, to frequent- 
ly conſider'd, as they ought to be. For, Con- 
tempt is not only miſerable to the Subject of it, 
but likewiſe, for the moſt Part, incapacitates 
him for an effectual Performance of thoſe Du- 
'ties to his Fellow-Creatures, which, perhaps, 
his natural Qualifications enable him, and his 
proper Station in the World require him, to eu- 
. ecute, As this Obſervation is univerſally true, 
ſo the Deſign of the Text, and the great Num- 
ber here preſent, more immediately concern'd 
in it, will eaſily juſtify me, in applying it more 
particularly to thoſe who are ſet apart to admi- 
niſter about Holy Things. It was therefore upon 
good Reaſon, that our circurnſpett Apoſtle, who 
was ſo intent upon the Furtherance of the Go- 
ſpel, ſubjoyn'd this Piece of Advice to his other 
Directions; as well knowing that Titus's utmoſt 
Endeavour to propagate Chriſtianity, or to en- 
force the Precepts of i: upon thoſe who had 
already received it, would have been ineffeCtual ; 
that his moſt zealous ſpeaking, exhorting, and 
rebuking, would have been without Authority; 
if, by any falſe Management, either himſelf, or 
his Office, ſnould become contemptible, Though 
the great Extenſiveneſs and Difficulty of Tituss 
Commiſſion, and that Circumſtance of introdu- 
.cing, as it were, a new Religion, muſt lay him 
under the greater Nece ſſity of being vigilant 
and careful; yet, the ſame Cauſe will at all 
Times, and in all Places, produce the ſame 
Effect. And becauſe it is in Fact evident that 
thoſe, who are at preſent ſet apart as Labourers 
in the Chriſizan Vineyard, are ſometimes made 
the Object ef Deriſion; becauſe likewiſe the 
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Office it ſelf is too often traduced and vilify'd ; 
it will not be improper, however ungrateful, to 
enquire into ſome probable Cauſes of both, ſa 
far as they relate to our ſelves ; and the evil 
Conſequences of them, as they relate to thoſe 
who are committed to our Charge. 

The Words I have choſen will not authorize 
me to take Notice of thoſe other extrinſick Cau- 
ſes, which depend upon the ſgnorance, the Pre- 
judice, or the Enmity of other Men, For, what- 
ever Commands St. Paul, in other Places, may 
have laid upon the new Converts, to pay all due 
Reſpect and Veneration to their Inſtructors in 
the Faith; yet, theſe Words, being directed to 
Titus only, do evidently imply that his being 
deſpiſed, or not deſpiſed, either to the Hin- 
drance, or Furtherance of the Goſpel, lay chiefly 


in his own Power. And therefore, if he had 


that Regard for his Saviour and his Religion, as 

St. Paul thought he had, he ſhould ſo behave 

himſelf in his private perſonal Conduct, and the 

Execution of the Commiſſion he was entruſted 

with, as to give no juſt Occaſion to the Adver- 

ſary to ſpeak reproachfully of the one, nor any 

probable Temptation to his Fellow-Chriſtians, 

to think meanly of the other. Now, tho? I can- 
not be ſo bold as to affirm, (and that for a good 
© Reaſon, viz. becauſe I am not able to prove,) 

© that the Commiſſion, by which we at preſent 

© act, is equal to that of Titus, either in its 
© Power, or the Certainty of its being delega- 

ted by the Holy Spirit” ; yet, ſince whatſoever 
Power we have, and by what Authority ſoever 

delegated, it bears a great Analogy to the other, 

with Regard to its Deſign, the Salvation of 

Mankind: I ſhall beg Leave, with all Humility, 

to recommend to my Fellow-Servants in Chriſt 

| B 2 Jeſus 
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eſus the ſame Advice, reduced to ſome Parti. 
culars, which, both Reaſon, and Experience too, 


well inform us, are very materially concern'd 
in it. This I ſhall do, 


Firſt, With Regard to our own perſonal 
Conduct. 
Secondly, With Regard to the Office of the 
Miniſtry it ſelf. 


Firſt, With Regard to our own perſonal Con- 
duct. He, that would procure or continue to 
himſelf a good Efteem, in Order to promote 
the Chriſtian Diſpenſation, muſt take Care that 
his own Life be, in ſome Degree, anſwerable to 
the Rules and Precepts of it, Thoſe that honour 
the Lord, he will honour in the Eyes of Man- 
kind ; but thoſe that deſpiſe him, by deſpiſing 
that Purity of Life which is moſt agreeable to 
him, will of Courſe be lightly eſteemed. How 
little a Share of Honour muſt that Man expect, 
upon the Account of his Miniſtry, who in his 
own Caſe, to the utmoſt of his Power, ſubverts 
the End of it ? Such a one may, indeed, be 
able to talk accurately upon Vice and Virtue; to 
repreſent in the livelieſt Colours the monſtrous 
Deformity of the one, and the Beauty and 
Lovelineſs of the other. It may, perhaps, be 
eaſy to him, to enforce the Precepts of the Go- 
ſpel with the ſtrongeſt Motives, dreſt in the 


- niceſt Strains of Rhetorick; but after all, it 
will not be ſo eaſy for him to perſwade his Au- 
ditors that he is in earneft, when he does ſo. 


They are often induced to believe, that there 
muſt be ſome obſcure Fallacy in all his Ar- 
guments, how plauſible ſoever they appear 
ſince they have ſo little Effect upon him, who 

| | might 
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might be ſuppoſed the moſt capable of knowing 
the Deſign, and judging the Force of them, 
Hence the ignorant and unlearned are apt to 
wreſt ſuch an Example to their own Deſtru- 
tion, by concluding Religion in general to 
be a politick, profitable Trade; and Chriftianity, 
the Refiner and Enforcer of Natural Religion, 
to be but a more ſpecious and cunning Contri- 
vance, to keep the inferior Part of Mankind un- 
der a ſlaviſn Subjection. A Concluſion falſe in- 
deed ! And ſo much the falſer, becauſe drawn 
from Premiſes which have no Relation to it, 
The Truth, or Falſhood, of any general Propo- 
ſition cannot depend upon a particular Man's 
practice. But however, ſince we are compaſſed 
about with ſo great a Cloud of Witneſſes, which 
teſtify the Frequency of it; we have, I think, 
abundant Reaſon, beſide thoſe Motives that are 
common to us with other Chriſtians, to avoid 
not only the Practice, but even the Suſpicion, of 
an immoral Life, For, our Careleſneſs, as well 
as our expreſs Diſobedience, will one Day be ac- 
counted for, before the great Creator and Re- 
deemer, and therefore, Lover of Souts, Even 
wiſer and better Men, Men who can diſtinguiſh 
between Subſtance and Circumſtance, are 
bleſt with a true Senſe of real Religion, areof. 
ten cooPd in their Exerciſes of Devotion, and 
any other Acts of Piety, when they are admi. 
niſter'd by one who walketh diſorderly. They 
cannot but think, and I cannot but joyn with 
them, that the Adminiſtration of ſuch an one, 
* as to any Benefit arifing to his Congregation, 
purely ſrom his Adminiſtration, is no better 
* than the Sacrifice of a Fool ®, 1 would not be 
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© here miſ- conſtrued, as if I did (for, I am ſure, 
© I do not) contradi& * that Article of our 
© Church, about evil Miniiters. For, the Ser- 
« vices of good Men will, doubtleſs, be accept- 
© able to God, and tizerefore beneficial to them; 
© by whoſe Mouth ſoever offer'd. But that Effi- 
© eacy depends upon themſelves, and not upon 
© him, who, if he does not live as becometh 
© the Goſpel of Chriſ as no juſter a Claim to 
© Commiſſion from Chriſt, than he could have 
© had, unde ine Moſaick Diſpenſation, to have 
© been of che Tribe of Levi, without being an 
* Iſraclite.* But, 

2dly, Tode more particular: The Man of 
God, who i: us of that Honour that will 
moft prohabiy i to the Glory of God, and 
the Service of h Fellow-Chriſtians, muſt be 
very fearful of ſetting his Heart too much upon 
the Things of this World. He, above all Men, 
muſt avoid making thoſe Things the great Con- 
cern and Labour of his Life, which were de- 
figned only as a Viaticum to ſupport him under 
the Burden of it. I would not, by any Means, 
be ſuppoſed to recommend to him an auſtere, re- 
cluſe, - monaftick Method of living ; that is, 
mdeed, an Extreme on the other Side, which 
muſt render him altogether incapable of per- 
forming any poſitive Duty to others, either as 
Men, or Chriſtians. The moſt perfect Man upon 
Earth may, without doubt, conſiſtently enough 
with that Perfection, enjoy thoſe Neceflaries, 
Conveniencies, and ſometimes a moderate part of 
thoſe Pleaſures, which this, for the moſt part, 
troubleſome World affords him. A Traveller 
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into a far Country, upon Buſineſs of never ſo 
great Importance, may, upon his Journey, en- 
tertain himſelf with delightful Proſpects, cu- 
rious Antiquities, the uncommon Works of 
Nature, and the almoſt Miracles of Art; in 
Order to leſſen the Fatigues of it. But he muſt 


not deviate from the direct Road any. farther, 


nor fix his Thoughts upon theſe Entertainments 
any deeper, than will be conſiſtent with the At- 
tainment of his ultimate End. The great End 
of our Labours, with Regard to our ſelves, ought 
to be Eternal Happineſs : The End of our 
© Commiſſion (be it Human, or Divine,) is the 
© Aſſiſtance of others in the Proſecution of it. 
This then ought to be the general Aim of all 
our Endeavours; and from which neither Riches, 
nor Poverty, neither;Pain, nor Pleaſure, neither 
Over-carefulneſs, nor Indolence, ſhould ever to- 
tally divert us, Thus will our Behaviour be 
conſonant with our Office; and conſequently, 
be had in Admiration by others, proportionable 
to that Advantage they muſt neceſſarily reap 
from it. Whereas the contrary will render us, 
and that de ſervedly too, the Contempt of Men, 


and the Off- ſcouring of all Things, 


3dly, He, that would be well - eſteemed of 


by his Chriſtian Brethren, muſt not have too 
great an Eſteem of himſelf. He muſt not think 


more highly of himſelf, than he ought to think; 
but think ſoberly of thoſe Qualifications and Per- 
fettions he is endowed with, whether natural, or 
acquired: As if they were deſign'd, as really they 
are, for the Benefit of Mankind, and not the 
Embelliſhment of his own Perſon. Whoſoever 


exalteth himſelf ſhall be abaſed, and he that hum- 


bleth himſelf will certainly be' exalted. Our Sa- 
viour hath told us, and enforced it by his own 
Example, 
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Example, That the true Way for a Man to be a 


chief and greateſt among Chriſtians, is, to be- 0 
have himſelf, as if he was the Servant of all, r 
even as the Son of Man came not to be minifter'd c 
unto, but to miniſter. Such a Man's Humility | 
will procure him that true uſeful Honour, that 4 
cometh from God only ; not only that Honour tc 
that will make him happy hereafter, but like. ſt 
wiſe that, which, even in this World, will en- w 


circle him in ſuch a tranſcendent Brightneſs, as 
ſhall reflect Happineſs on all around him. tl 
I might here mention ſeveral other Particu- C 
Jars, which relate immediately to the Contempt 0 
of our on Perſons. But Things of this Nature a 
being too obvious not to be thought of, and the 0 
deſign'd Length of this Diſcourſe not permit. fe 
ting any more on this Head, I ſhall proceed, ſi 
Secondly, To conſider the Office of the Mi- 
© niſtry it ſelf, For, though a general Deprava- 
tion, in the Things above-mentioned, is too of- 
ten, by eyil-minded Men, transferr'd from Per- 
ſons to the Office; yet, there is one Thing which, 
in its own Nature, tends to leſſen the Dignity 
of it; wickedly, however ſucceſsfully, ſome- 
times made Uſe of to ſupport a falſe Grandeur : 
And that is, The claiming and aſcribing to it 
more Authority and Power, than really and juſt- 
ly belongs to it. In a learned and a thinking 
Age, and eſpecially in a Country where Liberty 
is truly valued, Men cannot long be impoſed 
upon by ſophiſtical Arguments, or unintetfigible 
Diſtinctions, To continue under the Dominion 
© of Uſurping, Hrannical Maſters. And there- 
fore, if not out of Juftice to Mankind, yet in 
Prudenee to our ſelves, and for the Honour of 
our Religion and Miniſtry, let us take the firſt 
decent Opportunity of letting drop thoſe little 
Arts, 
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Arts, that have indeed formerly prevail'd, but 
are now no longer like to do ſo: Left, after all 
our Endeavours and Succeſs, in ditcovering and 
ridiculing the Schemes of thoſe religious Politi- 
cians at Ryme, we ſhould our ſelves be found 
guilty , of continuing upon Men's Shoulders thoſe 
eavy Burdens which our Fathers were not able 
to bear ; and which the great Author of Chri- 
ſtianity never deſign'd they ſhould, whoſe Yoke 
was originally eaſy, and whoſe Burden light. 
The firſt Thing I ſhall mention, becauſe, I 
think, the firſt which was introduced into the 
Chriſtian Church, and was the Ground-Work 
of all the Corruptions in it, is the aſſuming an 
abſolute Power of limiting the general Words 
of Scripture; and of dictating and determining 
for other Men's Underſtandings, according to 
ſuch Limitations : As if we were always ſure of 
being in the right, and they had nothing elſe to 
do, but to believe that we were fo. Even in the 
early Ages of Chriſtianity, ſuch is the Pride of 
vain Man ! the Path that leadeth unto Life, and . 
which is leſt open by our Saviour, for all that 
ſincerely ſeek to find it, began to be reſtrained 
within the narrow Bounds of human Fancy. 
The plain Truths of the Goſpel, and the Study 
of a holy Life, were too much below the Wiſ⸗ 


dom of this World., and therefore the more 


refined Speculations of buſy Men, ſometimes 
about Words only, generally about Things of no 
Importance, at beſt, but uncertain philoſophi- 


cal Deductions, which every one had not Depth 


enough to arrive at, were required as neceſſary 
Conditions of being Members of Chriſt's Body. 
And theſe were ſupported very ſeldom with 
Argument, much ſeldomer with that Coolneſs 
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of Jeſus ; but by definitive Sentences, and thoſe 
inviſible Engines of Anathema and Excommuni- 
cation : Which indeed, I believe, were entirely 
harmleſs, except they recoiled upon the Engi- 
neers, At length, the Church of Rome, by the 
Help of their temporal Poſſeſſions, and their In- 
tereſt in deluded Princes, carry'd their Uſurpa- 
tion to that Degree of Inſolence and Blaſphemy, 
that their Chair was the Fountain of Truth, 


. the Centre of Unity, and the only Staple for 


Salvation, Which Trade they improved to great 
Advantage, for many Centuries; till, at laſt, 
failing in their Credit, they became almoſt bank- 
rupt, and thereby a Hiſſing, and a Reproach, 
among all thoſe Nations of the Earth, who had 
Courage enough to be wiſe for themſelves. 

Thus much, however, muſt be ſaid. in Ho- 
nour of thoſe Schematiſts, that they acted con- 
ſiſtently enough with themſelves. They claim- 
ed an abſolute Power in Religion, and they 
proved their Title to it, by that excellent Me- 
dium, Infallibility, On the other Side, {for we 


. muſt not be partial,) ſome of the reformed 


Churches ſoon took upon them a legiſlative Au- 
thority of the ſame Nature, in Controverſies 
of Faith ; without ſo much as pretending to 
that only Thing that could qualify them for it. 
The others were always in the right, becauſc 
they could not be in the wrong : We modeſtly 


own we may be in the wrong, but we are always 


ſure we are in the right. So very ſure, that a 
Man, that prefers the Safety of his Perſon to 
Truth, will ſcarce venture to diſpute it, Wo 
unto the World becauſe of theſe Offences ; it 
muſt needs be that Offences come, but wo unto them 
by whom they come ;, it had been better for them 


and ite who'e Chriſtian Church, that they had 


never 
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never profefſed themſelves Members of it, than 


that they ſhould thus exalt themſelves to pre- 
ſcribe Laws to the Servants of another Maſter, 
One is our Maſter, even Chriſt, and all we are 
Brethren, From whence came all the Schiſms and 
Diſſentions, all the Wars and Fightings, in the 
Chriſtian Church? Came they not hence? Even 
from that itching Luſt of impaſing upon each 


other new Terms of Salvation; and putting 


them upon a Level with the expreſs Laws of 
Chriſt, under the ſame Sanctions, Eternal Hap- 
pineſs or Miſery ? What, from hence, could be 
expected, but what in Reality has always hap- 


| pened, Diſorder and Confuſion in all the 


Churches of the Saints? May ſuch Doctrines, 
and the Principles from whence they ſpring, be- 
come the Butt of Contempt, and the Objects of 
Witticiſm ; till they be totally exploded, and 
bani1ſh'd from a free, and a thinking People, and 
confined to thoſe more proper Regions, where 
a paſſive, lethargick Underftanding, 1s the beſt 
Soil for Religion, and Ignorance the Mother of 
Devotion. But, 
zaly, Becauſe a bare Uniformity, in Opinion 
or Worſhip, is not, of it ſelf, ſufficient for Sal- 
vation, but a good Life is likewiſe required; and 
becauſe, by often tranſgreſſing the Rules of the 
Goſpel, all Men ſtand in need of Forgiveneſs ; 
© there has been tranſmitted to us, by our zea- 
© lous Predeceſſors (by whom delivered to them, 
I know not) a Power of remitting, or retaining 
Sins. A very uſeful, and advantageous, Pow- 
er; where Men of bad Lives, and reſigned Un- 
der ſtandings, can be perſwaded to think it ef- 
fectual. | 
© I need not go ſo far off as the Church of 
* Rome, to fix the Imputation, * I could with, 
Ca” that 
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that we our ſelves were wholly free from it. 
For, however ſome Men, when preſſed hard by 
Truth, are forced ſometimes to dittinguith 
away their own Arguments; yet, 'tis too evi- 
dent, they pretend to ſuch a Power : Not only 
from their frequent, tho' vain, Exerciſe of it 
but eſpecially, from their endeavouring to de- 
fend it from ſuch a Text, as, if it proves any 
Thing of this Nature, muſt prove as ablolute, 
and unlimited a Power, as ever the Pope himlelf 
could aſpire at. Mhoſeſoever Sins ye remit, they 
are remitted, This is an univerl. 1 Propoſition, 
as applied to the Apoſtles, without any Limita- 
tion; the Will of God, in any Particular, not 
expreſsly excepted ; the Condition of the Of- 
fender no ways conſider'd ; but leſt entirely to 
the Conduct of the Apoſtles, and that extraor- 
dinary Knowledge, and Power, they ſhould re- 
ceive from the Spirit of Truth. © This large 
© Commiſſion, but in a more fscred Senſe, do 
© MenUneſiſted, Uninſpired, appropiate to them- 
© ſelves.* And though, perhaps, Enemies to 
God by their wicked Works, pretending, as it 
were, to be God's Privy-Counſellors, can pro- 
nounce an emphatical 7 Abſolve, without pro- 
ducing any Credentials; or having any Thing 
to truſt to, bat that broken Reed, an uniater- 
rupted Succeſſion. I ſay, a Succeſſion to this 
Power, of remitting or retaining Sins, is now 
claimed, in a more ſacred Senſe, than was ori- 


ginally meant by them. For, if we compare the 
Words above-mentioned with the Practice of our. 


Saviour, we ſho!) find that they have no Re la- 
tion at all to Eternal Happineſs; but only to 
the releaſing Men from that temporal Puniſh- 
ment of thoſe Sins, for which that Puniſhment 
was inflicted And that our Bled Saviour's 

, Words 
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Contempt of Chriſtian Miniſters. 13 


Words to the Parclytick, Thy Sins are forgiven 
thee, Luke v. 20. are to be underſtood in this 
latter Senſe only, 1 think, is manifeſt, from two 
remarkable Parts of the Story. For, firſt, the 
Motive to this Forgiveneſs was the Faith of 
the Man's Friends ; who were ſo induſtrious, as 
to let him down through the Tiling, to pre- 
ſent him before Jeſus. And when he ſaw their 
Faith, that is, the Faith of thoſe who let down 
the ſick of the Palſey, he ſaid unto bim, Mar, thy 
Sins are forgiven. thee, Now, I hope, few are fa 
ſanguine, as to hope for eternal. Forgiveneſs, 
from the Merit of other Men's Faith. Which 
muſt be the Caſe, if our Saviour's Words are to 
be taken literally. 

And again, when the Scribes, and Phariſees, 
began to reaſon, about the Harſhneſs, and Blaſ- 
phemy of the Expreſſion ; the only Proof he 
gave them, that the San of Man had Power upon 
Earth to forgive Sins, was his ſaying to the ſuck of 
the Palſey, I ſay unto thee, ariſe, and take ap thy 
Couch, and go into thine Houſe : Which, accord- 
ingly, the Man did. Now, this could be no 
Argument at all to them, of the Man's being 
qualified for the Kingdom of Heaven ; but it 
was a certain, and ſatisfactory, Argument, that 
he was healed of that Infirmity, under which 
his Sins had bound him. And, if we will allow 
our Bleſſed Saviour to talk properly, *tis evi. 
dent, from his own Compariſon, that, if he had 
ſaid only, Riſe up, and walk, he had compre- 
hended the whole Force of, Thy Sins are forgiven 
thee, Bw 

In ſhort, the Conditions of Salvation, required 
by God, are Faith, Repentance,and Charity. With- 
out theſe, Human Abſclution can do no good ; 
and, with theſe, Human Excommunication can do 

no 
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no harm, He has, doubtleſs, given a Commiſ. 
ſion to all his Miniſters, to publiſh the Terms of 
Salvation, as contained in the Goſpel; and to all 
Chriſtians, to teach every Man his Neighbour, 
and every Man his Brother ; and to recommend 
the particular Application of them. But, let 
not weak, ignorant, ſinful Man exalt himſelf 
above all that is called God ; by afpiring to an 
Authority, Which the Son of God himſelf ne- 
© verexerciſed, while upon Earth. Let him 
not ſay, Thus faith the Lord; when, perhaps, the 
Lord hath not ſpoken : Nor, by the Help of 
that ſcholaſtick Term, Abſolution, apply to par- 
ticular Perſons, in the Name of God, an abſo- 
Iute Forgiveneſs of all their Sins; when God on- 
ly knoweth the Heart, and trieth the Reins, 
The uſur ping ſuch a Prerogative, above his Bre- 
thren, is often, to weak Men, a Stumbling-block ; 
always, to wiſe Men, Fooliſhneſs. But, 

3aly, Since the vain Terrors of Human Ex- 
communication have not been ſufficient to con- 
vince Men's Judgments ; or to anſwer all thoſe 
other Ends, which Men, whoſe only God lineſs 
was Gain, propoſed to themſelves ; they have 
been forced, for the Eſtabliſhment of what 
they call Peace and Order, to make uſe of more 
effectual Methods, Temporal Puniſhment ; that 
is, compelling Men to profeſs, what Reaſon 
will not ſuffer them to believe; A falſe Peace, 
bought at the Expence of brotherly Love, and 
Charity, the great Badge, and Character, of the 


Diſciples of Chriſt | This hath been practisd 


with ſuch Succeſs, in ſome Parts of Chriſtendom, 
that Truth, and Uprightneſs, have thought fit 
to retire to more hoſpitable Quarters ; and 
have left behind them an outward formal Pro- 


feſſion, in the Place of Religion; and dr. 
| Sub- 
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Submiſſion to the Impoſitions of Men, inſtead 
of a faithful Obedience to the declared Will of 
God. In our Country, by many happy Provi- 
dences, the Caſe is much altered, Perſecution, 
and Cruelty, have gradually declin'd, and dwind- 
led into — - Diſcouragements ; which, 


though, in themſelves, leſs horrible, and leſs 


unchriſtian, are yet, in this reſpect, the more 
ridiculous ; becauſe they cannot procure - any 
one End, toward the flouriſhing of an eftabliſh- 
ed Religion. Theſe are Trifles, which will 
hardly ſoften common Obſtinacy; much leſs 
corrupt that true Sincerity, which is often 
found in erroneous Conſciences. But, it muſt 
be confeſſed that Conformity with the external 
Orders, and Ceremonies of a Church, may be, 
and often 1s, procured by the Help of the tem- 
poral Sword ; but it can bear no part, in promo- 
ting real, and unfeigned, Religion, We may 
be afſured that Religion is that, to which Men 
muſt be perſwaded, nor conſtrained, or terrified. 
For, the Conſent we give to the Principles of 
Religion 1s an ACt of the Mind, with which 
the Will, which cannot be compelled, muſt be 
joined: And is founded on the ſincere Belief, 
and Love, of God; and not upon Proſpect of 
any ſecular Advantage, or Fear of human Pu- 
niſhment. And, therefore, we find that, when 
Abraham departed from the Religion, and Coun- 
try of the Chaldees, it was upon the Call of God, 
and that Conviction which was wrought in his 
Mind, of the Folly and Abſurdity of Idolatry, 


and his Belief of the Promiſes which God 


made him. And, when the Children of Jrael 
had, under Joſhua, made a Conqueſt of the Land 
of Canaan, and deſtroyed the Inhabitants —_ 

e 
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the Edge of the Sword, they did not compel 
any to be circumciſed ; but admitted into their 
Covenant all thoſe that relinquiſhed Idolatry, 
and freely, and voluntarily, became Proſelytes 
of their Religion ; of what Nation ſoever they 
were. And, when our Saviour ſent his Diſci- 
ples to teach, and convert all Nations, and 
turn them from Idols to the Living God ; the 
Weapons he furniſhed them with, were not car- 
nal, but ſpiritual. He gave them a Mouth, and 
Wiſdom ; and ſuch powerful Convictions of 
Truth, and ſuch a prudent Conduct, as ſtopt 
the Mouths of their Adverſaries, and cauſed 
ſome, in all Nations, though nurtured in, and 
mured to, Heatheniſm, to embrace their Do- 
ctrine; which they did willingly, and freely, 
without any Temptations from the World, or 
Fear of Men. Nay, they embraced the Goſpel 


againſt all the Intereſt of this preſent World; 


and expoſed themſelves to the Rage, and Fury, 
of the greateſt Potentates. So mightily grew 
the Word of God, and increaſed ; by the Con- 
victions which it wrought, in the Minds of them 


that heard it. And this is the Way of propa- - 


gating a Religion, that is founded upon the 
ſtrongeſt, and moſt rational, Arguments; and 


has Almighty God for the Object, the Promo- 


ter, and Defender of it. And this is moſt plea- 
ſing to God, who looks into the Soul, and re- 


- quires the Homage of our Wills, and Under- 
ſtandings. And, unleſs theſe bow to him, and we 
ſerve him with all our Hearts, and with all our 


Souls; if we ſhould come to preſent our ſelves 


before him, in his Houſe, againſt our Wills, 


and the Direttion of our Judgments ; it would 
be but like the bowing of Naaman, he 
f oule 
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Contempt of Chriſtian Miniſters. 17 
Houſe of Rimmon, whither he went only to 
pleafe the King his Maſter, and to ſecure his 
Place. | | 

To conclude then : If there is nothing that 
tends ſo much to deſtroy all due Reſpetts to the 
Clergy, as the Demand of more than can be 
due to them ; if thoſe Demands I mentioned 
be ſuch as are not due to them, but contrary to 
the very Defign of Chriſtianity, the End of our 
Miniſtry, and the very Foundation of the Church 
of England; I hope theſe enormous Claims will 
be laid aſide; and no more Regard, or Autho- 
rity, will be pleaded, than what is conſiſtent 
with the Regard due to Chriſt, Then ſhall we 
be ſure to procure to ourſelves, and our Miniftry, 
all that Eſteem and Honour, which is due, or 
uſeful. For, if Men were convinced, that the 
main Buſineſs of our Calling, the chief End of 
our Office, and the ſole Object of our Endea- 
vours, were the Honour of God, the Intereſt of 
Religion, and the Salvation of their Souls; 
their Intereſt, as well as Duty, Gratitude, as well 
as Benefit, would encourage, yea, and lay an 
Obligation upon them, to reſpett their ſpiritual 
Paſtors. What, therefore, remains, but that 
we ſo far neglett the Motives of Luſt and Am- 
bition, as tb diſcharge our Duty for Truth, and 
Conſcieſes-ſake; and fo far diſengage ourſelves 
from unfieceſſary Dependance upon Men, as to 
obey God rather than Man ? Then ſhall we be 
able, with Reatlinefs and Chearfulneſs, with pa- 
tience and Conſtancy, to undergo all the Barba- 
rities and Cruelties, thar can be invented and 

inflicted by the Malice and Power of Men, or 


Devils. If we ſet a juſt Value upon the Honour 


of God, and are truly zealous for the Intereſt of 
Chriſtianity, we ſhall be ready to oppoſe, with — 
D Chri- 
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Chriſtian Fortitude, all Things, Perſons, or Princi- 
ples, that are deſtruftive of the good of our Coun- 
try, or the Vitals of our Religion. In ſhort, we 
Mall always ſtrictly adhere to our great Lord and 
Maſter Chriſt; and hold faſt the Form of ſound 
Words, in Tribulation, in Diſtreſs, in Perſecu- 
tion, in Famine, Nakedneſs, and Peril; rejoy- 
cing that we are counted worthy to ſuifer Shame 
for his Name; the Sufferings of this preſent 
Time being not worthy to be compared with 
the Glory that ſhall be revealed. 


* 


FINIS. 


